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duced to scoteh a few unserupulous per-
sons. We maintain a police force that costs
a lot of money, in order to dea! with a few
unserupulous people.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
those few?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That has nothing
to do with the point. Just as we keep an
expensive police foree for that purpose, so
it is necessary to have the Bill for the pro-
tection of the wheat growers. Some men-
tion of stealing wheat was made and some
members seemed to be under the impression
that the thefts fook place at the stacks on
the farms.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
too.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Unfortunately, a
good deal of stealing has been from the
stacks belonging to the wheat pool, consid-
erably more than has eome to light.

Why not brand

It takes place there

Progress reported.

BILL—POLICE OFFTENCES (DRUGS).

Reecived from the Assembly and read
a first time,

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

House adjourned af 6.12 pm.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE CONSTABLE
_ CAMPBELL,

Mr, SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Police: 1, What charges were laid against

Constable Camphel], and who laid them? 2,
Who heard the charges? 3, What was the
decision of the tribunal hearing the charge:?
4, Was the decision carried out? 35, If nat,
what prnishment was meted out to Constable
Campbell? 6, Was the decision conveyed to
Campbell in writing? 7, If not, in what way
was the deeision conveyed to him? 8, Is
there any reason for the department’s refusal
fo eonvev in writing any deeision made by
the tribunal tryving him? 9, Tf so, what is
the reason?

The MINISTER OR POLICE replied:
1, (a) Disrespect of his superior officer and
disgraceful conduct by the unse of certain
language concerning the Hon, J. M. Drew,
Chief Secrctary, and Mr, R. Connell, Com-
missioner of Police; (b} disvespect of his
superior officer and disgraceful eonduct by
the use of certain langnage concerning In-
spector O"Halloran. 2, A board appointed
by Exceutive Council under Section 26 of
the Police Act. 3, The hoard recommended
that the eonstable he fined the maximum pen-
nlty provided hy the Aet, viz, £3, and
ordered him to pav £1§ 16s. eosts. 4, No.
5, Fle was removed from the foree in aceord-
anee with Seetion 8 of the Aet. 6, The re-
commendation of the board was not conveyed
to him in writing, but in accordance with the
nsunl practice it was conveyed te him by his
distriet inspector and he perused the minute
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in regard to sante in the inspector’s presence.

7, Answered by No. 8. 3, The recommenda-

fion of the hnard was conununieated in writ-

ing to the solicitors appearing for ex-Con-

stable Campbell. 9. Answered by No. 8.
R L ' n

2. ' ' 1

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYED,
SUSTENANCE,
Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier:

What is the total amount distributed amongz
municipalities, eouncils, and road boards
generally, in the way of grants to ahsorbh un-
employed, for the six months ended 30th
September, 1928¢

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for the
Premier) replied: £74.467 15s

2

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
CASES LISTED.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Labour: What is the total number of cases
at present waiting for hearing before the
Arbitration Court?

The MINISTER FOR LLABOUR replied:
Remitted to industrial hoards, 5; no answer
lodged by respondents, 6: answer lodged but
ne applieation made hy applicant for settling
of issues, 3: ecases actually ready for hear-
ing. 6: fotal, 20. Other application, inter-
pretations, ete., 5: apprenticeship eases, 4:
total, 9. Caszes for industrial magistrate—
complaints, 8. All adjourned at the reruest
of the parties.

QUESTION—MIGRATION, COST.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the total cost to the
State in respeet of all classes of migrants,
assisted, nominated and otherwise, for the
vear ended 30th June, 1928%

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE (for the
Minister for Lands) replied: £14,363.

QUESTSION—WELLS, NORTH-WEST,
RECONDITIONING.

Mr. LAMOND asked the Minister for
Agricaltural Water Supplies: 1, What is the
amount allocated for the reconditioning of
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wells in the Nullagine, Marble Bar and Port
Hedland road hoard districts, respectively?
2, How many wells in each district does the
alloeation apply to? 3, What amount of the
alloeation has heen applied for by each of
the hoards during the past three years?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, For the
Marble Bar Road Board—£300 in 1925-26.
€150 in 1926-27 (ihe hoard stated this was
suflictent), £300 in 1927-28; for the Nul-
lagine Road Roard—-£180 in 1925-26 and
1926-27, £390 in 1927-28; for the Port Hed-
land Road Roard—¢€300 in cach vear. 2, In
Marble Bar Road District—- 30 wells for each
year; in Nullagine Road Distriet—33 wells
for 1025-26 and 1926-27, 39 wells for 1927-
23; in Port Hedland Road Distriet—30
wells for each vear. 3, The boards do not
apply, but the money is paid over when it is
known that it is required.

QUESTION—SPEED BOATS,
REGULATION.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister repre-
senfing the "hief Secretary: 1, Is he aware
that speed hnats, with open exhansls, are be-
eoming numerous? 2, Is he in possession of
information relating to vegulations eontrol-
ling this type of erafi in the Eastern States?
3, If not, will he eause inguiry to be made
with a view, if possible, to removing the
nuisance created without affecting the sport?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, These boats heing privately owned, no
official figures are available, 2, No. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—HIGHWAYS
OBSTRUCTED.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister 1epre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, Is he aware
that complaints are numerous to the effect
that inmates of the 0ld Men’s Home are
obstracting the highways between Nedlands
apd Claremont after dark? 2, If not, will
he eause inquiries to be made with a view to
preventing accidents and possible loss of
life?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, No. 2, Yes, if specific complaints are
received.
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BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Leave to introduce.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willcock—Geraldton) [4.40]:
I move:

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for
An Act to make provision for the better repre-

sentation of the people of Western Australia
in Parlinment.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[441]: Is the Minister asking for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend
an Act already in exisience, an Aect to
make provision Lor the betier represenga-
tion ot the people of Western Australia in
Parliament? If so, the Order of Leave does
not appear to me to give power to amend
that Aect, I consider that that Aet is pras-
tically dead. 1 may be wrong. Perbaps no
legal gentleman would support me in that
idea.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: The Ministry
would be very glad if you were right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, this is not a party
matter at all. In my opinion the Aect to
which I refer has done its duty. It was
passed to give power to a board having the
Chief Justice as chairman, a board to alter
the elecloral boundaries of the State. That
power was in the hands of Parliament, and
was delegated to a Supreme Court judge and
two others. They reported to us the
amended boundaries, and we rejected them.
That Aect, T think, then completed its task.
I should Iike the Minister to tell mne whether
that is so, beeanse, if it is not, the Act is
still in existence, and 1 imagine that any
alteration of onr electoral boundaries must
bhe made under that Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They are going
{0 amend that Aet,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is not the Order
of Leave asked for. We have an Aect of
Pmvlinment that has been in existenee sine.
February, 1023, an Aet to make provision
for the better representation of the peopie
of Western Australia in Parliament. If
that Act is the law to-day, one wonld think
it wonld be nccessary to alter the boundaries
of our electorates in aceordance with thet
Act. But the Minister hag moved for leave
to inteoduce a Bill for an Aet to make pro-
vision for the better representation of the
people of Western Australin in Parliament.
We already have such an Act on the stat-
ute-hook. The Minister is not asking for
leave to amend that Act to enable provision
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to be made for the better representation of
the people of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment. He is asking for leave to do some-
thing for which there is an Act already in
existence. I am not opposing the motion
for leave.

The Minister for Works: Then why do
you not wait to see what is in the Bill#

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No. When the Min-
ister asks for an Order of Leave to do sonie-
thing he must not go beyond the Order of
Leave. The Order of Leave in this instance
is to d¢ something, for which there is al-
ready an Aect on the statute-book. Whether
that Act on the statwte-book is really alive
and opuerative, I do not know. It appears
to me it is not, We have two or three
lawyers amongst the nembers of Parliament,
and they say [ am quite wrong. However,
ikat does not eonvince me altogether, [
this proposed Bill is going to repeal that
existing Aect, leave ought to be asked to
repeal Act No. 10 of 1923 and to make pro-
vision for the betler representation of the
people of Western Auwstralia in Parliament.
I am not opposing the granting of the Order
of Leave, but I think I am justified in mak-
ing these remarks.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The title of
the Electoral Act, 1907, is “An Act to regu-
late Parliamentarv Elections”  That Act
repealed an existing Electoral Aet and sev-
eral seetions of the Constitution Act,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 have read out the
title of Aet No. 10 of 1923. It is an Act
to make provision for the better represen-
tation of the people of Western Australia in
Parliament. We are now asked to grant leave
to introduce a Bill for an Act to make pro-
vision for the better representation of the
people of Western Australia in Parliament.
It i exactly the same title,

Mr. Latham: Yes, the title is exaetly the
same.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is exactly the sama
in essence. I think we ought fo go on sound
ground in the matter,

The Minister for Railways: I think the
motion is quite in order.

THE MINISTER TYOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, J, C. Willeock—CQeraldton—in reply)
[4.45]: The Notice is in order. Bills ave
introduced in different years with practi-
cally the same name as others introduced
bhefore. There is a Land Act Amendment
Act of a certain date.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : This is not an
amending Bill. TIs it to be one?
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Hon. G, Taylor: We would have to alter
the Order of Leave. There is no doubt
about that.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: I
will be un amending Bill. I am at a disad
vantage in thi~ matter, for the Prewier
gave notire lo inlroduee this Bill,

Hon. G, Taylor: You can let it go as far
as 1 am concerned, if yon think it is all
right,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: |
do not want to have thi- matter postponed.
The Fremier intends to move the secomd
reading on Tucsday next, I think the Hou-w
is prepared to deal with it ns secon as po
sible in order to avoid delay. 1 understaud
this is entirely in order, and may he al-
lowed to mo unnless the hon. member takes
exception to it.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (XNor-
tham)} [4.47]: Notwithstanding the epinion
expre~seql hy the member for Mt. Marvgaret
T think that the Aet nlready on the stafute-
hook is very much alive. I also think the
intention of the Premier is 1o amend it, al-
though he does not say so in this Notice.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He de-
sives to amend the Act and to bring about
a redistribution of seats. I hope there will
be no delay in this. 1 want to give the Pre-
mier every opportunity to make his pro-
posals to the House, and T hope that leave
to introduce this Bill will be granted so that
on Tunesday the second vreading may be
moved. Let us have a redistribution of seats
as soon as we can get it. It is already late
in the session to deal with it. When we do
ecome to deal with it we should have a Bill
to provide for an alteration in the boun-
daries. It will he take some little {ime to
diseuss it. I do not want the matter delayed,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think
Sfanding Order 261 covers the position. Tt
says that every Bill not prepaved pur-
sunant to the Ovrder of Leave, aceording to the
Rnles and Orders of the House, shall be
ordered to be withdrawn. The time to raise
the point will be when the Bill comes before
the Tovse.

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
Rill read a first time.
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BILLS (2)—REPORTS OF COMMITTEE.
1, Water Boards Aet agendment.
2, Profiteering Prevention.
Adopted.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Navigation Aet Amendment,
Passed.

2, Police Offences {Drugs.)
Transmifted te the Couneil,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
In Committes of Suppliy.

Debate resumed from the previous day;
Mr. Panton in the Chair.

[2:nartment of Public Works and Labour
(Hon. A. MeCallum, Minister.)

Fate—Publir Neiks
£113,001

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Ho.
A. MeCallnm—South  Frewantle) [4.53]:
The great activities of the Public Wor! <
Department come under Loan expenditure.
Our activities in connection with these Ex-
timates are not very hig. The big monevs
that the Public Works Department have o
spend ¢ome up for discussion on the Loan
Estimates, but with these Fstimates not very
much expenditure is provided for. The cx-
penditure for the past year has bren a ve-
eord since the department was established.
From loan funds the expenditure was
£1,732,105, and from revenue, on works nnd
buildings, the expenditure was £89,668, on
Labour, £12,310, on the sale of Government
Property Trust Account £104,235, and on
Federal Aid roads £286,433, a fotal of
£2,224,951. In addition from revenue there
was evpended on the Goldfields Water S-o-
ply £136.633, and other hydraulic undertak-
ines  £26,719, making a grand {fotal of
£2,388103. This is a larger amount than
tha denariment have been ealled upon to ad-
minister sinee it was established. The total
revenme received was £228,313, made up of
Pnhlie Works and Buildines, £18,1%9:
Labonr. €6.372: Goldfelds Water Supply.
C161.0904: and other hvdraulie undertakings,
£€38.003. The principal works earried onl

and  DBuildings,
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<oring the year were v Lhe Adbauy-Deo-
wark railway extension, where further pro-
tress was made towards the completion of
1the line, the expenditure for the year being
£02,838; the Ejanding Northwards railway,
this heing completed to Kulja for a distance
1 77 miles. Hecently a start was made with
tYie northern spur to the west of Lake Hill-
man. The cosi to the 30th June was
£113,880. The relaying work of ibe
Jarnadup-Pemberton line has been com-
pleted and hapded over to the working rail-
ways. Previously the last-mentioned line was
not up to the working railwavs standard. 1t
was tun by the State Sawmills Department.
It has now been brought np to the working
railways standard, complies with lbhe con-
ditions of the Railway Aet, and bas been
handed over to the working railways for
aoperation.

Hon., G. Taylor: That means there has
heen proper fetiling and relaying.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
re-sleepering and relaying right through, as
well as regrading in one or two places.

Hon. @G. Taylor: It has been put on a
permanent basis,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
In addition, the Lake Brown-Bullfingbh rail-
way was commenced, and up to the end of
the financial vear £44,385 had heen ex-
pended. The Norseman-Salmon Gums rail-
way was completed and handed over to the
working railways. Water supply reser-
voirs were established along the Esperance
Northwards railway, the Ejanding North-
wards line, and the Kalkalling-Bullfinch
raibway. TIn the matter of harbours and
vivers, further progress was made at the
Fremantle harbour, The Victoria Quay has
heen strengthened, new sheds have been
erccted, and general improvements effected
at a total eost of £118,000. At {Feraldton
steadv progress has heen made with the
consiruction of the harbour. The eonstrue-
tion of the new wharf has been commenced.
The expenditure for the year at Geraldton
was £70,495. The Swan River improvement
scheme has been started. We have not vet
received the plant which was ordered, ex-
ecept the two grab dredees.  The snetion
dredee that will be the main implement used
in this work did not arrive until a week ar
two ago. The parts sre now here and are
being assembled. The dredge will be in
action earlv in the new vear. The expendi-
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ture for the bnunecial year was £14,731. In
conuection with publie buildings, owing to
expansion, additions and improvements were
cffected to a number of publie offices, to
the Government abattoirs, and to the Old
Yen's Home, where the necommodation was
overtaxed. A sun of £9,800 was ex-
pended  on  additions to  the Fremanile
hoxpital. Progress has Dbeen made
towards the completion of the oint Heath-
cote mental lLome. That will be fin-
ished within the next week or two, and
will then be lhanded over to the Lunaecy
Depaztment  to operaie.  In  addition to
there works, €59,152 was expended on new
sehoo! huildings and additions and renova-
itons.  Under roads and bridges, £395,343
was expended from loan on roads in groups
and other nreas. A eonsiderable portion of
this money was provided under the Migra-
tion and Development Agreement, but in
addition the State had to provide from
ordinary Loan Fnunds namerous other roads
in eroup areas and also to clear tracks in
agricultural distriets. That expenditure is
altogether apart from the scheme under the
Federal aid roads grant. That is to say,
the State bas expended nearly £400,000 on
roads outside our agreement with the Com-
monwenlth, On the revenue side the amount
provided for works and Iuildings in the
Inhour section is £197,433. That is an in-
crease of £354556 as compared with last
vear. The main items making up the in-
crease are—salaries £1,237, main  roads
State eontrtbution as reqnired under the
agreement £38,042. heing an ncrease of
£19,036 on last year’s contribution, factories
branch salaries £1,203, and roads and
bridees £3.332.  The position as regards
Federal aid road finance is that the hal-
ance ecarried forward from the last two
venrs totats £574,895, This year there will
he avnilable, in addition, £672.000; or I may
sav that we shall have savailable for spend-
ing on roads under the scheme dnrine this
vear £1.246.605, TF is not anticipated. of
course, that we shall he able to expend all
that money: we have not the staff to cet the
neerssary snrvers nlans and speeifieations
ready in the time. The State’s pronortion of
the expendifure. three-zevenths, will amonnt
tn £534.208. By the acreement. one-eichth
of that amount mnst come out of revenue,
This will mean an ocxnenditnre of £66.787.
However. it is not anticipated that we shafl
he ahle tn get through the whole of the road
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grant this year, and thereforce the Estimates
provide for an expenditure of only £38,000
out of revenue, on the assumption that tha
total expenditure will he alent £760,000.

Hon. &G. Taylor: There are only eight
months to go.

The MINISTER IFOR WOLKS: But
these are Estimates for the whole year, as
from the 1st July. The total of salavies
shown on the revenue Estimates representis
an Inercase of £134113 over the previous
vear’s actual expendiiure.  That inerease
is mainly due to the staft of the I’ublic
Works Department, particularly the draft-
ing and aecountaney officers having per-
formed sevvices for various departments.

Hon. @. Taxlor:  Does that amount re-
present all the salaries fur the publie ser-
vants in your department?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The Public Works Departinent do work for
various other departments, for whiech re-
eoups are made. IFor instance, in respect
of the work done by the Public Works De-
partment for the Main Roads Board, they
will receive £53,500 on account of drafting
and £30 towards the salary of the station-
ery elerk, This year the Publie Works De-
purtment  stafl  has  been  considerably
strengthened, and the estimatad recoup is
£11,000. Tn addition, a recoup of £1,765 is
expected for work done by the drafting
staff for the Metropolitan Water Supply.
The one drafting staff does the nccessary
wurk for the Public Works Department, the
Water Supply Department, and the Main
Roads Board. All the draftsmen are under
the chief draftsinan, and ave controlled by
the Fnginecer-in-Chiet. That system is more
flexible when work is slack in ene depart-
ment and rushed in another. The drafts-
men are then changed over from one de-
partment to anofher. [n such eenditions
rush work can be got out more expedi-
tiously. The balanee in the increase in sal-
aries is acronnted tor by the increased
staff due to greater activities, and by statu-
tory inereases, over which the Govermment
have no eontrol whatever. That, bricfly,
is the posttion in rexard to the TPublie
Works Estimates. Our big activities, as I
have stated, are under Loan, and that is
where scope for wider diseussion and more
detailed explanation will be offered.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The opportu-
nity miven is noi verv adequate.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Whai-
ever the opportunity may be it offers itself
within the Standing Orders. T ihink I shal}
be able to mix in whatever happens.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are not
very successful this time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The big
items of expenditure, [ say, arc not pro-
vided here.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the second opportunity.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Qur big
expenditure is ont of Loan, and on the Loan
Estimates scope will he offered for discus-
The present Estimates provide mainly

Those are for

sion.
for salaries. 1 conlent mysclf with that ex-
planation.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.8]: ‘These Estimates cover not
only the Public Works and Labour Depart-
ments, but the Arbitration Court, adminis-
tration of the Factories Act, and many
other activities of considerable inlerest.

The Minister for Works: 'These come
later.

Ilon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELI::  They
must he dealt with in the general diseus-
sion. The Chairman of Committees has
ruled that we may have a general discussion
when a department is ealled, but at no other
time during the consideration of the Esti-
mates. T am sorry that I was not here when
the Minister bewan his remarks. Al Lhe
time 1 entered the Chamber he wag dealing
with the work of the Main Roads Board.
do not think the Minister stated the amount
he reeeived from the Federal Government
last year. T should like to know how much
was claimed, how much reeeived, and how
ouch refused. The Minister informed us
that some discussion was in progress be-
tween our I"ublic Works Department and
the Federal Minister for Public YWorks re-
garding expenditure that was not in accor-
dance with the agreement under which we
receive aid from the Federal roads vote.
Nothing was said about it last year, because
the matter had not been finalised then and
we did not want to make it more diffieult
for the Minister to negotiate. [ believe a
considerable amount of the money claimed
from the Federal department under the
agreement by our department was refused,
though I do not know how much. Of the
money spent between the Jst January aud
the 22nd March, 1927, about £30,000 was
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refused. That is a pretty serions sum. T,
do not know whether the Federal Govern-
ment have refused to pay anything further,
and if so how we propose to meet the
amount, whether by charging it fo Loan or
by charging it to revenue. I dave say the
Minister explained that under the agree-
ment with the Federal Government he had
to eall for tenders Tor worlk hefore he could
put it in hand, even ander the Main Roads
Board. Tt must be a fairly expensive busi-
ness to eall for tenders mm conneetion wiih
many small items. T beliave the Minister
docs have picce work done on roads, and
piece work is a form of eontract. We ought
to make an effort to have the system »
little move elastic. Tt seems to me qnite
impossible to Jet contracts for strengthen-
ing small lengths of road. In most of our
roads oceasionally small stretches require to
be strengthened, particularly in winter time,
when the work ought to be done promptly,
We know that the confract system has proved
more satisfactory than day labour. One
does not know why it should be so, becanse
the same men would he employed by a con-
tractor as by the department. It is a fact,
however, that Dbetter results are obtained
from contraet. There is ne denying that.
I understand that the Minister did make
efforts to obtain some modification of
the agreement, hut withoul suceess. I
do not propose to criticise the Main
Roads Board. I ¢hink the work now
being done by them is satisfactory.
There has been a lot of expenditure, and
there has been considerable improvement in
roads. To get from here to Northam used
to be a difficult thing.

The Minister for Justice: It used fo be a
test of endurance.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Now the
road is fairly zood, My only complaint is
that people now fravel too fast over it.
Yesterday someone told me that he eame
down from Northam to Perth in 2 hours 10
minutes. That is too fast altogether. How-
ever, the roads are being improved. Under
the Federal acrcement, I believe, the only
work paid for is the completed work.
As a result there have been many complaints.
Peaple found that it fook considerable time
to complete a stretch of road, and during
that time the remainder of the road had to
be left to take care of itself. I hope the
Minister has made some satisfactory arrange-
ment with the Federal Government in that
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regard. It goes without saying that on
eould not improve towards permanency the
whole of the 116 miles of road from here tc
Bunbury at one time. But a little work of
a permanent character here and there woul(
not be paid for under the scheme by whiel
the Federal and State Governments are do
ing the work. I helieve that has heen the
case up 1ill now. Some fime ago the mem
ber for Avon {Mv. Grifliths) drew attentior
to the value of the earth roads near Keller
berrin.  Wonderful resulis are being ob
tained from ecarth roads, espeeially in drier
areas,

Mr. Thomson:; Excellent results,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Splendic
results, and the roads are much more eom
fortable to ride on than the gravelled roads

Mr. Thomson: They arc standing uj
hetter, too.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ther

does not scem o be any satisfactory road
between the blanket road, as I think it i
called, and an earth road.

The Minister for Works: In the dry aveas
the earth road is all right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
travelled over some of those eavth reads, and
undoubtedly they are excellent. Really, we
are pioncering even now with the change
over from slow horse-drawn vehicles to moto
vehicles. Naturally it takes time fo gel th¢
best results. 1 helieve the great thing ir
connection with road building is to have all
the material of the one strength, If a roa
is built with material that is S0 per cent
valne in one part, 70 per cent. elsewhere ané
a portion 100 per cent., then the road will
not stand up to traffie, becanse the strong
bar through the road, consisting of the ma-
terial of 100 per cent. value, helps to creat
holes that gradually increase in size. Thal
is why the earth roads in Western Australia
heing move or less of uniform strength, carry
the traffic so well. Then again it is found
that where the traffie consists almost entirely
of moter vehieles, a voad will stand up tc
the use it is put to far better than if mixed
traffic passes over its surface—mixed traffic
such as heavy horse-drawn waggons and
motor vehicles. I presume that ibe mixturc
of traffic has something to do with the bad
roads we have in varion= parfs of the Sfate.
T do not know how we can maintain any hut
licht roads over long stretches throughout
Western Australia. There are thousands of
miles of road throughout the State that are
fairly eonstantly used, principally by light
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traflic. On the other hand, if reads are to
be macadamised and tarred, then the expense
of upkeep will be enormous, far beyond what
the State ean faee. As for the construction
of main roads, il is a wonderful help to us
that £382,000 is available from the Federal
Government. I think we should con-
‘sider whether the proportion contributed
by the State—that is, 15s. for every pouml
supplied by the Federal Government—should
not be regarded as a wholly naiional charge.
At present the State charges the loeal gov-
erning authorities with one-half of the 15s.
I do not think that is a good idea, and I hope
the Minister will be able to alter the Act so
that the State shall aceept the full responsi-
bility.

Mr. Thomson: That is
boards have asked for.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TIor in-
stanee, there is the road huilt from Perth
through Northam and on to Mullewa. A
proportion of the expenditure on that roml
is eharged up to the local governing au-
thorities, Naturally the various road boards,
seeing that they have not viewed the portions
of the road where the expenditure has heen
incurred, are eoncerned when they ave eallad
upon to pay. T do not think the local am-
thoritics of Nurtham have complained, but
when the Goomalling Road Board is debite:l
with their proportion of the work done on
the road outside  Midland  Junction, or
wherever the road starts, nafurally that
hoard is eansed rome coneern. Thus if 0%
with all the other local anthovities. Anothor
point is that the maintenuance costs will he
considerable. Tf the Federal Government
are not more directly concerned, they will
get off far more lighily than ihe State. Al
the same time, it is a wonderfnl thing that
we bave bad placed at onr disposal such
a large amount of money. T nolice that
£38,000 is placed on the Estimates for this
year, and T understand the Minister ex-
plained that that amount wounld justify him
in claiming little more than half of the
£352,000 that is available. I was not pres-
ent when the Minister made his explanatios,
but T suppose he indicated that it was not
possible to avail ourselves of a larger pro-
portion of the money hecause we could not

what the yoad

call for sufficient contracts to absorb all
the funds. Tt is a pity that that could nol
be done. While we shall have the right to

spend later on any unexpended portion of
the money for this year, il seems to me that
some difficalty may be created owing to the

1441

ingreased amount that will be available for
expenditure,

The Minister for Works: No, il gradnally
eunts out,

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It will
cut out very pradually,

The Minister for Works: I think that
next year we shall be well up. The tronble
was that there were no surveys or levels

taken of roads throughout the State. We
had to stwt off serateh.
Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: ‘There

wits 1o need for surveys or levels.

The Minister for Works: But we must
have them il we let contracts.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I realise
that the Sovernment must have them ho-
cause the Federal Govermnent insisted upon
it being done. A greut deal of unneecessary
deviation has been anthorised and this has
proved irritating to people whose Jand has
beew et up. More than that, the land T
refer to has been obtained at very consider-
able cosl, 1 realise that we must get the hest
grades uvailable, although 1 do not suppose
the natter of grade aflects motur vehicles so
much as it formerly did the horse-drawn
vehieles.  The Minister for Works is alse
Minister for Labour, and [ want to sav a
few words about the unemployed.

The Minister for Works: The Labour
Bureau does not come ander this Vote.

Heun. Sir JAMES AMITCHELL: The
Labeur Bureau has nothing to do with it
The unemployed wunt work and that comes
Irom the Minister for Eabour,

The Minister for Works: Dees it?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: A good
deal of the work that is availalle throogh
the CGievernment must ecome from the Works
Pepartment. At any rate, T think this iy
the proper time to diseuss the matter. We
are all concerned about it, and desire to do
anything we ean to achieve a better state of
affairs. We know that meelings have heen
held in the metropolitan area quite recently,
and some disturbances have taken plaee, I
was at a meeting last night, and while there
was some noise, it scemed to me that i
was mostly good-tempered. 1t appears to
be one way these unforiunate people have
of expressing their disapproval of the situa-
tion in which they find themselves. Some
of these people have heen out of work for
a lonz time. Naturally it is had enough
during the first month; the second month
is a little worse. and as time goes on the
men want not only food hut elothing. House
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rent mounts up, and the men who are ont
of work are much concerned. They are
anxious about to-day but are in great fear
about to-morrow. They do not know what
will happen.

My, Tnomson: It is deplorable that so
many men should be oul of work in West-
ern Australia.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It is.
While there are a few men who go to mect-
ings because they enjoy having little brushes
with public men, there ave many who attenid
them with the object of expressing their
anger at finding so many others out of work
as well.,

Mr. Thomson: I think they go to express
their disappointment.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, per-
haps so. Naturally they take advantage of
the opportunities open to them. They ean-
not call meectings themselves, or if they do,
the people they wish to reach are not those
who generally attend. So it is that they go
to meetings and make themselves heard.
They make their demands, and I am bound
to confess that I aw entirely in sympathy
with men who are out of work, 1f cannot
be expected that such men will not make
themszelves heard, despite the faet that it
does not do much good when they make
themselves heard to such an extent time
after time at public meetings.  There can
be no real peace or prosperity in any coun-
try when a considerable number of rthe
people are out of work., Of that there ean
be no doubt. Nat only do the men who are
out of employment lose, but the State it-
self loses. Those men could have heen
creating an asset by working, and so in-
creasing the trade of the State. As a matter
of faet, while snch men ave idle thev con-
stitute an expense to the State, There is
no way of building up the prosperity of
the State except by work, and unless we
ean keep our people at work the position
generally here must become worse for every-
one. It is not possible for the Government
to employ every man in the Siate who re-
nuires work. There wus a time when it was
thought that a Government could employ
evervone who wanted work., Tt was then
considered that if evervthing was national-
ised, all would be hright and happy. We
know that that idea of nationalisaiion has
disappeared, and now we have the Govern-
ment responsible for managing the affaire
of the Siate, for cncouraging enterprise to
provide work, and also for providing as
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much work as the State itself can. The
pressing need econfronling Parlizment Lo-
day is the task of dealing with unemploy-
ment, We have not brought in a great
nuiiber of people during the last three
yeaurs, I think the aggregate number was
about equal to the number brought in dur-
ing the previous three years. I believe the
total was about 13,000, While we received
a very small number of neweomers in 1920,
we did, in 1927, lving in a large number
of people in excess of the number of de-
partures. We have always looked forward
io the time when that would be so. In that
vear i large number of the newcomers weve
from the Eastern States, We  haal
something over 8,000 in 1927 and
little over 1,000 in 19206. I refer to
the excess of arrivals over departures.
In 1927 some  dislocation  was  eaused
for the time beinz In this State we
have large aveas awaiting  development,
and we must see to it that men are put to
work, We shall find that unless something
is done, the unemployed will increase iu
pnbers after the coming harvest.

The Minister for Justice: There is a
fimit to Governmnental activities. )

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
ne limit to the Government’s opportunities.

The Minister for Justiee: There is o
limit {0 Governmental expenditure,

Hon. Sir JAMES MIUTCHELL: That is
an easy way of getling out of it, but it is
not the way., There will he a good dea! of
work available  during  the harvesting
months, but not so much as usual because
the craps are lighter. The work that will
be available will not absorb all who are out
of work now. Then again the farmers are
nsitng larger machines and require the ser-
vieos of fewer men.  As the erops will he
lighter, there will be not only less lahour
renuived, hat there will be less money avail-
able. The eirculation of money within {he
Stafe is probably four or five times the
valne of the tofal of the gross produciion
of wealth. Tt was hefween €120.000,000 and
L150,000,000 fas( vear and there will be
£3.000,000 o €1.000,000 less received (hix
vear on  account of wheat and wool.
That will mean in all probability that there
will noft he so mueh money in eirenlation.
and fhe reduebon in actual eirenlagion of
money will possihly he verv eonsiderable.
We have to ook ahead a bit and sce whal
ean he done. There are not many more than
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100,000 able-bodied men in the State alto-
gether, and there should be work for every-
one. There can be no peace while sueh
a large number of men are out of work,
and there ean be no veal prosperity either,
We should devote ourselves to the task
of ‘getting these men hack to work. T know
that the Government ure limited regarvding
the amount of money they can spend. but
with the Government money spent is money
spent only once. We have a revenue of

£10,000,000, the greatest we have had
so far by far. A great deal of thai
will be paid away in  wages emrncd.

It is earned through the railways, through
the State trading concerns and through other
Government activities and it is paid away
by those coneerns in wages. Then there will
he the loan money. Last year our loan ex-
penditnre was £4,600,000, a considerable
amount more than we have ever spent be-
fore. A sum of £1,000,000 of course wounld
give 5,000 men £200 a year each, and if
each man counld be given a chance of enrming
£200 a year, 5,000 of them would be made
fairly happy by the expenditure of that
million. Then, in turn, the trade created by
the 5,000 men at work wonld absorb a large
number more.  If only aectual wages were
concerned, we could employ a great nuimnber
of men, but a great deal of onr expenditure
goes in various other ways. A lot is reqnired,
particularly when we are huilding a railway
ling, for the purchase of plant and material,
I think the Minister said that of the cost of
£4,600 a wile for a railway, something ap-
proaching £2,000 went in rails and sleepers.
We should be able so to arrange our work that
a great proportion of the money is spent, now
and until we clean up the existing position,
in wages. We want to spend our money on
work. It may be nies and desirable to have
the road in South Perth that costs, I believe,
£120,000. Onee the voad is completed, how-
ever, it does not make continwous work.
There may be many works about the eity
that we should like to deo, but for the most
part they represent dead-end work, and when
men have finished the job, they have to lnok
for another joh. A certain amount nf work
must be done in the ecity, but we should
avoid

spending  our horrowed money
on anything other than work that
preduces work. TUnless we do  that,
we shall have a continnance of the

present unemployed tronbles. We must not
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sit down and say to the unemployed, “We
wipe our hands of vou; we cannof be re-
sponsible; we cannot absorb every ome of
you” It would be a bad thing for the
country if all the people in it were em-
ployed by the Government. Where we are
putting in development railways and roads
and water supplies, we are doing useful
work, bui we are probably not helping the
future very much iv a good deal of the
expenditure undertaken. 1T should say thera
are just a few industries that do mean more
and morve work. One of them is the timber
industry, exeept at such tines as the market
may be against us. At the present time I
undertand the export market is a bit against
us, bug genevally the timber industry is a
wealth-producing industry that means work.
I hope the gold inining industry will revive
and absorb many people.  If we could
only met a vevival there, it wonld relieve the
pusiiton vonsiderably.  Then there is that
great induslry—-agricolture. I do not think
we ean overlonk i, We cannot do much out-
sirle the sate area, but within the safe area
I do nol think agriculture ean be overdone.
At any rate, we should so organise our
activities as to provide a confinuity of work.
YWe cannot allow the present state of affairs
to eontinue. I doubt it many of the men now
out of work have been able to pay their
rent. 1 doubt it any of them has quite as
much food as is good for him. At any rate,
illeness is bad for men, even if they are
comfortably provided for. Apart from thai
their idleness means n great loss to the
State.  When I was in office, I was fre-
quently told by members now sitiing on the
{iovernment side that it was my job to see
that everyone was kept at work. I think I
did il fairly satisfactorily.

AMr. Sleeman: (Question!

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no question at all. The only difference was
that occasionally, for political reasens, some
people sought to collect the unemployed to
make some sort of a demonstration, but they
never hrought the unemployved to me with-
ont my being able to absorb them.

3. Sleeman: By sending them to a job
in the eountry that they eould not find.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
were sent to jobs that did exist in the coun-
tryv. Anvhow, the present is not the time to
raise any peint like that; the time to speak
was then. TF the hon. memher had anything
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to say at that time, he must have remained
silent while men suffered. If anyone did
that, surely he would be unworthy.

Mr. Sleeman: YWe spoke at the time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not to
that effeet; the hon. member and his friends
always expressed themselves as satisfied. At
times there might be a strike somewhere and
that means a cessation of work in other in-
dustries.
. Mr. Sleeman: When the master bakers
went on strike, for instance? Is that what
you are referring to?

The CHAIRMAN: We are not diseussing
strikes; we are dealing with the Estimates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
dealing with unemployment. The develop-
ment work that we put in hand leads to much
other work, and similarly with the work of
people who settle on the land or engage in
other primary industries. AMost assuredly we
shiould do something. I was pointing out what
organisation T had when in office and the
extraordinary silence at present when there
is existing real unemployment that has lasted
month after month. Ministers might reason-
ahly be expected fo devote their attention and
encrgv and all the hours they possibly can
to this work of organising for the absorption
of the people now out of employment, and
so order things as to ensure that there will
he no serions reenrrence of the tronble. We
shall be told that a great many Southemn
Enropeans have entered the State.  They
are ineluded in the number of arrivals
shown in the guarterly abstract. We know
exactly the number who come in month hy
month, and we have not bronght in such a
vast number, even inelusive of the Southern
Europeans. We cannot let the wnemployed
o short. The longer they are out of work,
the greater become their needs: and some-
thing will have to be dome. Tt is for the
Government to say what they can do anid
what they eannot do. T have said before,
and T repent it, that the heavy indireet txat-
tion by the Federal Government, the heavy
taxation by the State Government and the
heavy taxation of the loenl authorities is one
of the eauses of unemployment. The present
Ministers have more monev i{o spend than
was ever spent in the State hefore. They are
petting far more money through the Treas-
urv by way of taxation, Federal grants, earn-
ings of railways and other public utilities
than ever hefore. The present Governmentare
cottine £€3,700,000 a year more through
their hands than I received in any one of
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the five years I was in office. I do not wish
to infer that when we inecrease our revenue,
as it has inereased by more than £2,000,000
a year, it does nof entail e¢onsiderable expen-
ditnre. Larger revenue means that more
money is paid away by the railways, for in-
stance, in the shape of wages. The railways
get their coal reguirements within the State,
and the expenditure for coal represents
largely wages, too. A good deal of the
£3,700,000 additional revenue that the pre-
sent (Fovernment are getting is money that
is and can be paid to the workers in the
shape of wages. I hope we shall hear some-
thing from Ministers on the guestions I have
raised. I thought the Minister for Works
might deal with them or he might, in his
eapacity as Minister for Labour, refer to
them. If Federal money is available and
ean be spent only when we get surveyors to
do the work, it wonld he advisable, if pos-
sihle, to get a higger staff for a time and
have the necessary surveys made. I darvesay
the Ministor will tell us that every available
surveyor has been put on, hui there must
still he in the State a number of men cap-
able of toking levels and making road sur-
veys. For the most part the land surveyors
mark the roads in the back country. T take
it, however, that the cost of that work will
now come out of the Federal grant, so there
will not be any need for the Lands Depart-
ment to do that sort of work. The eost nf
the surveys should have heen met out of the
Federal aid funds sinece the sgreement came
into operation and that ought to help con-
siderably. I do urge the Minister to exert
every effort to inerease the amount of work
and to usc to the full the Federal road grant
plus the amount that has to he fonnd by the
State. T helieve there are 3,000 wen out of
work all over the State. That, after all, is
not such a biz number to fnd work
for. and the amount that they draw
during the next twelve months at £200
a yenr is not so great. Further, we
shall have the harvest presently, which
will afford some relief and give the
Government an opportunity to orzanise
the work that is to keep those men in per-
manent emplovment. There was a time
when we heard a great deal about the
right to work. I suppose there must
he n DbrieE period between contracts
when workmen have to stand down, T sup-
pose there will be periods in the timber in-
dustry when there will be no orders to ecut,
and of course shipping i= likely to he er-
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rativ, Years age our exports were confined
to timber and a little wool, whereas now
those conmnmodities are exported in large
quantities tozether with large quantities of
wheat.  Our opportunities to employ people
are better than they ever were before, All
who can should make an effort io help, aud
though it is for the Government to aet, we
ought to he prepared to help the Govern-
ment if they will accept aur help. Just what
cann be done. 1 do not know., The Govern-
ment are not very anxious ever to call for
help trom the Opposition. 1t is a shocking
thing to see men out of work. When I was
in offire T had to accept the full responsi-
bility. Now Ministers musr aecept it also,
but that does not prevent them from seek-
ing help from this side of the House if we
can be of auy assistance. 1 appeal to the
Minister to put as much work in hand as
possible, work of a eharacter that will breed
work. Running a roilwayx out will breed
work. More men will be emploved as the
result of the building of a railway ihat can
he employed in the aetual cunstruction of
a line. There is a difficulty that we have
to face perhaps afier the construrtion of a
line. In much of the new country to he
opened vp water troubles exist in the sum-
et months, and heeause of that probably
elearing will not he undertaken. There it
might be possible to do somethine to help
those people who lave selected land,
to give them assistance te curry on
the work of clearing, assistanee to the
extent of the earting of water., When
we pav men who are out of work just
enouzh to keep them moing, paying them =z
limited amount perhaps far themselves and
in some cases for a wife and child, it all
means a loss, but if we pav them and get
something in return for it, it will be rea'ly
a saving and we shall be doing some rood.
I do hope the Government will -etile down
to a period of hard work.

Mr, Thomson: They are spending money
all right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
in the wrong direction. People have got
into the habit of asking Ministers to visit
every part of the State, and it seems to have
become a week-end custom for Ministers to
go here and there at the week-end. Tt is
right that Ministers shonld visit country
distriets oceasionally, hut oniv when con-
venient.

[53]
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The Minister for Works: It means work-
ing seven days a week, day and night.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t is
work that does not give very much
result. Country people have a right to see
Ministers, particularly in the early stages
of development, but there is no need for
Ministers to go here and there, opening
small shows and attending to miner mat-
ters. A Minister’s real job is in his olfice
and I know that a Minister eannot get
through his work except by the expenditure
of a considerable amount of time in his
office. No Minister can carry on the work
of any of the important departments
merely by heginning at 9 o'clock in the
morning and finishing at 5 in the afternoon.

Mr. Thomson: 'That is why the Minister
for Lands is broken up in health.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Somec-
times when Ministers finish on Friday night
they dash off somewhere into the country,
travel 200 or 300 miles and return on Mon-
day morning or Monday evening. Then it
is only natural to expect that they are not
fresh and fit for work on Tuesday. A Min-
ister’s job is very largely in his office, and
the public should realise that, when they
make requests that representatives of the
Government should attend show affer show.
I hope Ministers will in the future refuse
these invitations and settle down to work.
and try to get the unemployed dilfieulty
cleared up. I do not propose to diseuss the
details of these Estimates nor refer to the
buildings erected by the department. T
should be sorry to think that we should not
require more schools, After all, if we can-
not make progress in one way, let us make
it in another; let us have more children to
educate. I do not think there is anv need
to say anything about the Arbitration
Coort at this stage, because we shall have
oceasion to deal with it later. It does,
however, appear o me that the jndge might
he left to do the work withont the assist-
anee of the lay membhers. The Minister
for Works will remember that I told him
manv vears ago, before he came to Parlia-
ment, that I could not see the use of giving
the President of the Arbitration Court as-
sistanee in the shape of two lay members
So far as I can see when either makes a
statement it is usnal for the other to ex-
press an opposite view, and the judge then
really decides the question. That kind of
thing means considerable expense and de-
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lay. 1 iail to see of what use lay members
are to the court,

Mr. Thomson: You never see the em-
ployees' representatives and the employers’
representatives agreeing.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 did in
one case the other day. But it is too muech
to expeect at any time,

The Minister for Works:
a mining case.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not the
one I have in mind. If we have three on
the bench and two are always pulling in
opposite directions, we might just as well
leave those two out. The lay members al-
ways look at a question from a different
angle, and so they always differ. Therefore,
why should we not leave it entirely to the
President of the Court, who has fo decide
in any case? I am not crificising the work
of the court in any shape or form, but it
does seem to me that the President is the
man who does the work and should he
permitted to carry it on without the assist-
ance of lay members.

MER. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.55}: 1
wish to stress the enormous amount of
money that is being handled by this depart-
ment and also the fact that we ave faced
with an increased expenditnre of £25,000
this year. It is the practice of road boards
and municipalities to have finance commit-
tees to deal with their finances. The state-
ments that are submitted to the loeal auth-
orities are first examined by the commit-
tees and then are dealt with by the bodies
concerned. We in thic House are not in
that pesition in connection with the Esti-
mates that are submifted to us. We have
to accept the statements that are presented
by Ministers and we have no opportuniiy to
chark those statements until the Anditor.
General’s report is available to ns perhaps
12 or 18 months later. Members are asked
to give intelligent consideration to import-
ant financial proposals and they have to
accept an array of ficures such as that
presented this afterncon by the Minister
for Works in his introductorv remarks. As
we are not furnished with a copy of those
fizures, we are naturally not able to fol-
Iow the whale of the ramifieations of the
department and the expenditure inecurred.
T was able to gzet one fipure that was re-
ferred to by the Minister. He said that
the department had spent £2,385,000. There

That was in
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is an old saying that the constant dripping
on 8 stone eventually wears away that stone.
I am hoping that by persistent advocacy
this House will yet see the advisability of
appointing a finance committes, Such &
committee should be able to give valuable
advice 10 members in connection with the
Estimates when they are submitted to us.
Let me come to the position with which
we are faced, The other evening I asked
some information about the Auditor-General’s
report and referred to this paragraph on
page. 38—

On the basis upproved by the Minister the
procedure hal the effect of overchargivg the
Loan and Government ['roperty Sales Xunds,
and undercharging the Revenue Fund
The reply I got was not satisfactory, but
1 liave now before me an answer I received
from the Auditor-General. T just wish to
draw the attention of the House to the
anomalous position we oceupy when we en-
deavour to take an intelligent interest in the
Estimates. This is what the Auditor-General
writes—

Parl’'ament, i appropriating  the salariea

expenditure to the three funds mentioned, de-
cides the proportion to be charged to each of
the funids, The question of what proportion of
salaries of the Public Works Department
should be charged against Revenue Fund is a
matter of opinion. As Parlinment deecides the
question eaeh vear, I have not investigated the
matter to the extent ncecssary to offer an
opamenh.
There is an intelligent interpretation by the
Auditor-General as to the amount that
should be charged against the reveune of
Western Australia, as compared with loan
funds. It places me In a very peculiar
position when I find that the Auditor-
(Genera]l says the revenue is being under-
charged. In my business I have an auditor.
I pay him to go through the books, and he
submits to me what is a fair eharge agninst
the various departments, and the estimated
charge for salaries and labour versus the
amount of material nsed. We here are in
a very unfortunate position. How is this
Committee to arrive at what it is fair and
reasonable to charge to revenue, and what
to charge to loan? I am only seeking in-
formation, We are in a very unhappy
position when, out of a desire to do our
duty, we endeavour to ascertain what is a
fair charge to levy against revenue,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: We know that
the charge against loan funds is altegether
excessive.
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Mr. THOMSON: It is the Minister who
decides what shall be charged. The state-
ment made by the Leader of the Opposition
is a perfectly correct one. In wmy opimion,
baeked by the opinion of the Anditor-
General, we are not getting a fair deal, and
we are under-charging revenue.

The Minister for Works: On what do you
base that opinion?

Mr. THOMSON: On the various state-
ments that have been made.

The Minister for Works: How can you
judge?

Mr. THOMSON: 'Well, then, how can
this Committee judge? If the Auditor-
General in his report says that 75 per cent.
is too great a charge to be levied against
loan, and that it means under-charging
revenue, how are we to arrive at a fair and
equiteble basis?

The Minister for Works:
know it is too great?

Mr. THOMSON: We gll feel confident
it is too great.

The Minister for Works: Have you any
basis for that feeling?

Mr. THOMSON: No, but I am endeav-
ouring to arrive at a basis, The Auditor-
General has refused to express an opinion,
and pow the Minister wants to know if we
have any basis.

The Minister for Works: How ean the
Auditor-General form a basis?

Mr. THOMSON: What does he say in
his report?

The Minister for Works:
want to know.

Mr. THOMSON: While allegedly he 1s
Eree, he is not ready to enter into an inquiry
by a private member and endeavour to as-
certain what is a fair charge, unless it is
on an expression of opinion by the House.

The Minister for Works: He had no right
to express that opinion nunless he had
erounds for it.

The CHAIRMAN: I am not going to
allow members to disecuss the Anditor Gen-
eral’s report.

Mr. THOMSON: After all, he is & ser-
vant of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
must not discuss the Auditor General.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
Pubic Works Estimates.

How do youl

That is what I
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
not be allowed to deal with the Aunditor
General’s report.

Mr. THOMSON: I am charging the Gov-
ernment, on the Auditor General's report,
that the amounnt levied against revenue 1s
not sufficient, and that too much has been
charged to loan account. It is admitted
that this year we may be baving an increase
of £25,450, which is another charge to rev-
cnue. Nevertheless, if the proper propor-
tien is being charged to reveue, then for
all we know it may be £25,000 or £50,000
less.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! [ think thal
commitiee meeting on the lett had better
adjourn.

Mr. THOMSON: Instead of an increase
of £25450, if the full amouut were to be
charged to revenue it would be considerably
increased, and possibly cause the House and
the country grave anxiety. T feel I am jus-
tified in drawing attention to the unsatis-
factory position with which we are faced
in the Estimates that have heen submitted to
us. [ also want to draw attention to a state-
ment appearing in to-day’s Press, as fol-
lows:—

Mr. Rustat Rlake, who has been retained by
the State Goavernment to confer with the Ep-
ginovr-in-Chief, Mr. Stileman, regarding the
propoded Fremantle harbour extensions, is dug
to arrive from Eungland on 12th February, ae-
eording to o exble message reccived by the
I'remider, Mr. Collier, yesterday.

Having regard to the speech made by the
Minister for Works when the Fremantle har-
bour extensions were discussed in the House,
and knowing the Goverement are committed
to what 1s called the Stileman scheme, I do
hope the Minister will give the House an
assurance that the visiting engineer is not
only going to confer with Mr. Stileman, the
Engineer-in-Chief, but that he will have sub-
mitted to him the whole of the schemes that
have been outlined for the future develop-
ment of Fremantle harbour,

The Minister for Works:
of Mr. Stevens, ¢h?

Mr. THOMSON: That is a very pertinent
interjection. In a newspaper published in
Fremantle and sent to members, the follow-
ing, marked in red, has reached me:—

Wigs on the green! What is it all abount?
Dame Rumour may be a lving jader somrtimes,
Nevertheless, where there is smoke there i fire,
Soweons has said that Mr. Alex, MeCallum

visited the Harbour Trust offies one day lately,
mml it is said that things of a highly contro-

Including that
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\'crs_i:ll character were diseussed and that the
miusic was somewhat discordant. All thizs may
be true, but still it has to be admitted that,
after ull, the vervy sweetest mnsie sometimes
has its discordunt note,

The Ainister for Works: Let me assure
you that the only time in my life I have
been at the Fremantle Harbour Trust office
was when you were there with me. And
you heard all that was said.

Hon. G. Taylor: What paper was that
in?

Mr, THOMSON: A Fremantle paper sent
to the House. It is marked in red.

Mz, J. H. Smith: At all events, it is worth
recording.

Myr. THOMSOXN: I have no desire to
bring anything controversial into the matter.
All T want is an impartial inquiry into the
development of the Fremantle harbour., As
I said previously, it does not matter two-
pence to me personally, but I want to see
every side of the case presented to this con-
sulting engineer. I am pleased to note that
he is reecommended by the naval authorities
at Home. As I said when we were dealing
with this question, I consider the naval au-
thorities should be consulted on the develop-
ment of the Fremantle harbour. I frust the
Minister will give this eminent engineer
coming out fo advise us on a very important
question, opportunity to come to a decision
on the whole of the schemes.

The CHAIRMAN
the left must keep order!

Mr. THOMSON: Since the State Govern-
ment have retained this eminent engineer to
confer with the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Stile-
man, I do hope the whole of the schemes
will be submitted to the visitor, The Public
Works Department is a huge spending de-
partment and its ramifications cover g large
nnmber of activities. May I draw attention
to the statement recently made by Sir Tal-
bhot Hobbs at a dinner at which the Min-
ister for Works was present in his official
eapacity. When we were dealing with the
Scaffolding Bill, T contended that it was
imposing an additional tax on the people.
Before I conclude that story—I am re-
minded that the House is going to adjourn
at 6.15 p.m. and that a number of members
are desirous of catching a train. So I should
like to know whether I shall be permitted to
continne my remarks at the next sitting, as I
would if, in the ordinary eircumstances, the

Those members on
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sitting were suspended from 6.15 p.m. to
7.30 p.m,

The CHAIRMAN: If progress is re-
ported and leave given to sit again, the bon.
member will not able to resume on this
department at the next sitting.

Mr. THOMSON: Then must I earry on
now, although a lot of members want to
leave by train?

The CHAIRMAN: If progress is re-
ported, the hon. member will not be able 1o
tesume at the next sitting.

Mr, THOMSON: The House could give
permission.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can
move to disagree with my ruling. I have
only to earry out the Standing Orders. That
is all T am here for.

Mr. THOMSON: A precedent was created
when, unfortunately, the member for Swan
was seized by an indisposition. He was
permitted to resume his remarks next day.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member tan
appeal to the House on Tuesday next.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, the House can give
permission if it so desires.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, when next
the House meets 1 will ask the Speaker
whether I shall be able to resume. I am
confident the House will give me the neces-
sary permission.

Progress reported.

BILL JURY ACT AMENDMENT.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purpose of the Bill.

House adjourned at 617 p.m,



